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CONSTRUCTION STARTS 
ON NEW ECO-RESORT 



PHOTOS BY VERN FISHER - MONTEREY HERALD 


Long in the works, the Monterey Bay Shores Ecoresort project in Sand City broke ground over the weekend. The project is 
expected to be completed in less than four years. 


S800M Monterey Bay Shores resort project slated for 2021 opening 



The site of the Monterey Bay Shores Ecoresort project in 
Sand City on Thursday. 


By James Herrera 

jherrera@montereyherald. com 
@jamerral on Twitter 

sand city » After a quar¬ 
ter century, developer Ed 
Ghandour’s Monterey Bay 
Shores Eco-resort project 
has finally broken ground 
in the dunes of Sand City. 

“We started grading 
last Saturday,” said Ghan- 
dour in a phone interview 
Thursday. “This is the be¬ 
ginning.” 

Last week the Califor¬ 
nia Coastal Commission 
granted approval to start 
grading the project site 
which officially begins 
the $800 million project’s 
construction for the first 
new coastal resort built in 
Northern California in de¬ 
cades and the first hotel in 
Sand City. 

Title is held by Security 
National Guaranty Evariste 
LLC, a coupling of Ghan¬ 
dour’s SNG and the Eva¬ 
riste Group which was in 
contention for control of 
the project up until a few 
months ago. 

“Litigation was settled 
and SNG Evariste is owned 
by SNG and Evariste Group. 
I cannot discuss details,” 
said Ghandour. 

The developer said he 
has prevailed in all 12 law¬ 
suits over the 25 years the 
Sand City project has been 
on the books and which was 
granted a coastal develop¬ 


ment permit by the Coastal 
Commission in 2015 after a 
lengthy process to obtain 
the approval. 

“We’re extremely happy 
about this and look for¬ 
ward to putting the region 
on the map with the size 
and scope” of this project, 
said Todd Bodem, city ad¬ 
ministrator of Sand City. “It 
will be an iconic and envi¬ 
ronmentally sustainable re¬ 
sort.” 

The project, which will 
take three to three-and-a- 
half years to complete, will 
be a mixed-use develop¬ 
ment of 184 hotel rooms, 92 
hotel condominium units, 
92 residential condomini¬ 
ums, full-service spa, two 
restaurants, and confer¬ 
ence space. 

The project site sits on 
what was once one of the 


largest sand mines in the 
United States and will be 
designed using the latest 
smart building technolo¬ 
gies including alternative 
energy systems, a gray- 
water system, daylight¬ 
ing, green roofs, and liv¬ 
ing walls that together re¬ 
duce carbon emissions by 
50 percent and cut utility 
costs. 

Less than 25 percent of 
the 39.2 acre site will be de¬ 
veloped with a significant 
portion being set aside as 
open space while incorpo¬ 
rating programs to restore 
and protect the native habi¬ 
tat, species and sand dunes 
on the site including the 
snowy plover, Smith Blue 
Butterfly and the Spine 
Flower. 

SNG Evariste LLC will 
also create the Monterey 


Bay Shores Environmen¬ 
tal Trust to set aside a por¬ 
tion of the hotel’s revenue 
to fund local conservation 
programs to restore and en¬ 
hance the site’s ecological 
community on an ongoing 
basis, and will be adminis¬ 
tered by Sand City and lo¬ 
cal environmental groups 
along with State Parks and 
Regional Parks District. 

Bodem said the project 
will create 250 temporary 
jobs during buildout and 
provide 250 permanent jobs 
once the eco-resort is com¬ 
plete. 

The city administrator 
added that the develop¬ 
ment will include public 
parking and access to the 
beach, currently not avail¬ 
able, and benefit residents 
and visitors alike. 

The Monterey Bay Shores 
Eco-resort has already con¬ 
tributed over $2.5 million 
to low-cost visitor accom¬ 
modation and regional traf¬ 
fic mitigation through the 
Transportation Agency for 
Monterey County of which 
$1.7 million will be used to 
help fund the new RV park 
at the Fort Ord Dunes State 
Park. 

Bodem said he expects 
the transient occupancy tax 
generated by the eco-resort 
will be in the millions an¬ 
nually. 


James Herrera can be 
reached at 831-726-4344. 


Suspect 
confessed 
to school 
attack 

By Terry Spencer, Kelli Kennedy 
and Tamara Lush 

The Associated Press 

parkland, fla. » The teenager accused of using 
a semi-automatic rifle to kill 17 people at a Flor¬ 
ida high school confessed to carrying out one of 
the nation’s deadliest school shootings and con¬ 
cealing extra ammunition in his backpack, ac¬ 
cording to a sheriff’s department report released 
Thursday. 

The report from the Broward County Sheriff’s 
Office said Nikolas Cruz told investigators that he 
shot students in the hallways and on the grounds 
of Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, north of Miami. 

Cruz told officers he brought more loaded mag¬ 
azines to the school and kept them hidden in the 
backpack until he got on campus. 

As students began to flee, he said, he decided to 
discard his AR-15 rifle and a vest he was wearing 
so he could blend in with the crowd fleeing from 
the school. Police recovered the rifle and the vest. 

After the rampage, the suspect headed to a 
Wal-Mart and bought a drink at a Subway res¬ 
taurant before walking to a McDonald’s. He was 
taken into custody about 40 minutes after leav¬ 
ing the McDonald’s, Broward County Sheriff Scott 
Israel said. 

A day after the attack, a fuller portrait emerged 
of the suspect, a loner who had worked at a dol- 


SCHOOL SHOOTING 

Would California-style 
gun laws have stopped 
Fla. school shooting? 


By John Woolf oik 

jwoolfolk@bayareanewsgroup.com 

In the wake of the deadliest high school shoot¬ 
ing in U.S. history, the nation divided once again 
over Americans’ access to firearms, as gun-con¬ 
trol advocates and foes disputed whether tougher 
laws across the country like those already en¬ 
acted in California would have made a difference. 

California law bans the sale or possession of as¬ 
sault rifles like the AR-15 that 19-year-old Nikolas 
Cruz bought legally in Florida and allegedly used 
Wednesday to kill 17 students and staff at his for¬ 
mer Broward County, Florida, high school. And 
another recently enacted gun law in the Golden 
State allows police or family to get a court order 
to disarm people considered dangerous. 

But whether those laws would have saved 
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CALIFORNIA 

Water use climbs 
as drought returns 

Many of the biggest offend¬ 
ers are well-off communities, 
with sweeping lawns to keep 
alive. PAGE A5 



HOME+GARDEN 

Rustic country 
embraces urban cousin 

Old-fashioned Americana, 
farmhouse chic aesthetic 
continues to attract fans, has 
staying power, pagebs 
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EDUCATION 

Millennium Charter 
loses principal 

Shann Chu resigns after just 
four months, to be replaced in 
interim by special education 
coordinator, page az 
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HEALTH INSURANCE ANSWERS 2018 


We Can Help You Enroll on Blue Shield Individual 


Small Groups Down to 1 Part Time Employee 

Group Premiums - Employer Saves Payroll Taxes; 
Tax Deductible; Lower Than Most Individual Plans 

CHECK OUT THESE LOW GROUP RATES 


| CA Lic#0702485 - #0791756 

Age 25 

Age 35 

Age 45 

Age 55 

Bronze $75 Dr/6300 Ded (au-SR)* 

$288.06 

$350.60 

$414.30 

$639.81 

Silver $40 Dr/2250 Ded (au-tf)* 

$315.87 

$384.45 

$454.30 

$701.58 

Bronze HSA 4800 Ded (au-sn)* 

$302.16 

$367.77 

$434.59 

$671.14 


*UnitedHealthCare - UHC (CA Area 9 ) 1-1-18 rates - CORE Network 


FinchandPirklelnsurance.com 482 Alvarado, Monterey (831)372-1206 
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You are guaranteed the 
finest in local gourmet 
foods to pair with many 
of Monterey County's 
elite wines — 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2018 
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm Wine & Dine 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm THE After Party 
IT'S ALL HAPPENING AT 100 Howard Street, Salinas 
Salinas Police Athletics League Headquarters 



































































